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MISSISSIPPI VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT:
An Organizational Overview

The Mississippi VVolunteer Lawyers Project, or "MVLP,"
is a 501(c) (3) non-profit legal aid organization. Formed
in 1982, MVLP is the nation’s first formal association of
a state bar association, the Mississippi Bar Association,
and the Legal Services Corporation (LSC). MVLP’s
long-standing relationship with the Mississippi Bar and
the LSC has resulted in a professional and productive
partnership, with attorneys unselfishly offering their time
and talents to serve Mississippi's poor and less fortunate.

Even before completing its first year of operation, the
Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project was cited by the
American Bar Association and the National Legal Aid
and Defender Association as the country’s single most

outstanding program among state bar associations.

Since 1982, MVLP has helped thousands of clients with a
wide array of legal matters. More recently, the
organization has narrowed its services to assisting clients
with domestic matters exclusively. MVLP is grateful to
its volunteers for the sacrifices they make to change the
lives of those in need. Without the contributions and
support of volunteers and partners, MVLP could not have
reached out to so many Mississippians in the broader
effort to ensure equal access to justice for all.

In addition to offering direct legal assistance to clients
through our volunteer attorneys, MVLP hosts legal
clinics throughout the year. The clinics, which include
training seminars for the volunteer attorneys who assist,
are designed to help the public meet directly with
attorneys to discuss their legal matters.

MVYLP Staff

Gayla Carpenter-Sanders, Esq.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/GENERAL COUNSEL

Sara Cotten, Esq.
CASE REFERRAL
COORDINATOR

Eden Pepper, MPPA
ADMINISTRATIVE
SUPPORT SPECIALIST

Deborah Hicks
LEGAL INTAKE
COORDINATOR

Robyn Kennebrew, MBA
DEVELOPMENT
COORDINATOR



2017 MVLP SNAPSHOTS

5478 Total number of individuals
’ & their families impacted by
MVLP's assistance in 2017

21 Total number of clinics
hosted by MVLP in 2017

221 Total number of individuals
assisted at 2017 legal clinics

24 Total number of CLE
trainings offered by MVLP

231 Total number of judges,
attorneys, & law students
who attended 2017 CLEs

2017 Pro Bono Dinner
Award Honorees

The Pro Bono Awards

The 2017 Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project
(MVLP) Pro Bono Awards recognized individual lawyers,
law firms, law students, law schools and other institutions in
the legal profession throughout Mississippi that were
involved in significant pro bono efforts from
June 1, 2016 through June 1, 2017.

Katina Seymour Demoran, Esq. Seth Shannon, Esq.
Seymour Law Firm, PLLC MDCPS
Biloxi, MS Jackson, MS
Washington County Magnolia
Bar Association Bar Association
Greenville, MS Jackson, MS

The Beacon of Justice Award

The Beacon of Justice Award recognizes an individual who
has exhibited outstanding leadership in promoting and
supporting equal access to justice, particularly as it
relates to pro bono services in Mississippi.

Honorable William L. Waller, Jr.
Mississippi Supreme Court Chief Justice
Jackson, MS

Curtis E. Coker Access to Justice Award

The Curtis E. Coker Access to Justice Award is presented to
an individual, law firm or other organization that has
provided or helped to provide outstanding pro bono legal
services during the previous year. The main purpose of this
Award is to foster awareness of the need for involvement of
the private bar in delivering legal services to the poor,
particularly through MVLP. The Award was originally
established as the Pro Bono Project's President Award.
However, in 2002 after the death of former Mississippi Bar
President Curtis E. Coker, the name was changed in his
honor. Mr. Coker was a leading advocate in the cause of
making legal services available to all without regard to
need. MVLP was established during
Mr. Coker's term as Bar President.

Kenya Rachal, Esq. Rodger Wilder, Esq.
Baker Donelson Balch & Bingham LLP
Jackson, MS Gulfport, MS

Chairman of the Board’s Torchbearer Award

Honors firms and individuals who have financially
contributed to MVLP’s mission throughout the years.

Mississippi Center for Legal Services
North Mississippi Rural Legal Services
The Mississippi Bar



MAKING an IMPACT on MISSISSIPPI

“Study shows legal aid efforts have positive economic impact in state.”

$73.4 Million in Economic Impacts Sparked by Three (3) Mississippi
Civil Legal Services Programs in 2016

Clients, businesses, and communities benefit from legal help provided by Mississippi Center for Legal Services
(MCLS), Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project (MVLP), and North Mississippi Rural Legal Services (NMRLS),
according to a recent economic impact study performed by Resource for Great Programs.

$73.4 Million in Impacts: 12-to-1 Return on Investment in Mississippi
From Cases Closed in 2016 by MCLS, MVLP, and NMRLS

Cost Savings for the
Community:

$1.2 Million \

Dollar Benefits to Clients
and Their Families:

$32.4 Million

Increased Income for
Local Businesses:

$39.8 Million

Program Funding Versus Economic Impacts
From Cases Closed in 2016 by MCLS, MVLP, and NMRLS

Economic Impacts:

Every $1 of funding $73.42 Million

produces s 12.05 in

impacts

Program Funding:

$6.09 Million
—

Resource for Great Programs. (2017). Mississippi Economic Impact Study. Retrieved March 26, 2018 from
https://courts.ms.gov/newsite2/news/2017/MS%20Econ%20Impact.pdf

“Study shows legal aid efforts have positive economic impact in state.” State of Judiciary Administrative Office of the Courts,
20 Dec. 2017, www.courts.ms.gov/newsite2/news/news 2017.



https://courts.ms.gov/newsite2/news/2017/MS%20Econ%20Impact.pdf
http://www.courts.ms.gov/newsite2/news/news_2017

Mary Clift Abdalla, Esq.

Brandi Ajpacaja, Esq.

Meredith Aldridge, Esq.

Les Alvis, Esq.
Cassidy Anderson, Esq.
Torri Armstrong, Esq.
Mimi Arthur, Esq.
Payne Atkinson, Esq.
Ann Bailey, Esq.
Simon Bailey, Esq.
Alison Baker, Esq.
Jenny Baker, Esq.
Shelly Bass, Esg.

Ed Bean, Esq.
Debbie Bell, Esqg.
Megan Bennett, Esq.
Staci Bevill, Esqg.

Matthew Blanchard, Esq.

Eric B. Bland, CPA
Heather Blansett, Esq.
Je’Nell Blum, Esq.
Walter Boone, Esqg.

Meredith Brasfield, Esq.

Lindy Brown, Esqg.
Tammye Brown, Esqg.
Michael Bruffey, Esq.
Samuel Brumfield, Esg.
Dana Bumgardner, Esq.
Thomas Bushy, Esq.
Zachary Busey, Esq.
Angela Carpenter, Esq.
Kelly Cash, Esq.

David Chandler, Esq.
Serena Clark, Esq.

Courtney Cockrell, Esq.

Brent Cole, Esq.
Megan Conner, Esq.
James Cooke, Esq.
Meta Copeland, Esg.
Derek Cusick, Esq.
Frank Dantone, Esq.
Deborah Davis, Esqg.
Walter Davis, Esqg.
John Dollarhide, Esq.

MVLP 2017 Attorney Volunteers

Christopher Dunnells, Esg.
Bill Eckert, Esq.

Katie Harris Elliot, Esq.
Jeremy England, Esq.
Garrett Estes, Esq.
Trent Farve, Esq.
James Findley, Esq.
Susan Floyd, Esq.
Austin Frye, Esq.
Robert Gambrell, Esq.
Tanisha Gates, Esq.
Carolyn Geary, Esq.
Corey Gerber, Esqg.
Nick Giallourakis, Esqg.
Ben Gilbert, Esq.
Debra Giles, Esg.

Patti Golden, Esq.
Tamekia Goliday, Esq.
Tiffany Graves, Esq.
Steven Gray, Esq.
Carolyn Greary, Esq.
William Guice 1ll, Esq.
Patrick Guild, Esq.
Ashley Gunn, Esg.
Trent Favre, Esq.
Jennifer Hall, Esq.
John Hall, Esq.

Laurel Harris, Esq.
Noel Harris, Esq.
Robert Hauberg, Jr., Esq.
Erica Haymer, Esq.
Adam Hays, Esq.
Steve Headrick, Esq.
Joel Henderson, Esq.
Lee Hill, Esq.

Lacy Hollins, Esq.
Jenna Holmes, Esq.
Josie Hudson, Esq.
Courtney Hunt, Esq.
Stella Hurtt, Esq.
Elizabeth Hyde, Esq.
Donna Brown Jacobs, Esq.
Brenda Jones, Esq.
Connie Jones, Esq.

RULE 6.1 VOLUNTARY PRO BONO PUBLIC SERVICE

Danielle Jones, Esg.
Melissa Jones, Esq.
Greta Kemp, Esq.
Kenya Key Rachal, Esq.
Jeffrey Knight, Esg.
Hope Ladner

Edward Lamar, Esq.
Tara Lang, Esq.

Blythe Lollar, Esq.

Jessica London Roundtree, Esq.

Sarah Mann, Esq.

Kate Margolis, Esq.

Ruth Maron, Esq.
Alexander Martin, 11, Esg.
Christi McCoy, Esq.
Joseph McCoy, Esg.
Vernon McFarland, Esg.
Mitch McGuffey, Esq.
Marcus McLelland, Esq.

Alison O'neal McMinn, Esqg.

Taylor McNeel, Esqg.
Margarette Meeks, Esq.
Kim Merchant, Esq.
Jane Meynardie, Esq.
Samantha Moore, Esq.
Wendy Mullins, Esq.
Jarrod Mumford, Esqg.
Kimberly Nailor, Esg.
Dinetia Newman, Esq.
Timothy Ngau, Esq.
Beth Orlansky, Esq.
Brent Ott, Esq.

Randy Patterson, Esq.
Faye Peterson, Esq.
Brant Pettis, Esq.
Darnell Pratt 111, Esq.
Nakimuli Primer, Esq.
Amanda Proctor, Esq.
Kenya Rachal, Esq.
Sarah Reese, Esq.
Mandie Robinson, Esqg.
Charliene Roemer, Esq.
Don Rogers, Esq.

Erin Saltaformaggio, Esq.

Thank You to Our Volunteers and Community Partners

Angela Sampson, Esq.
Randall Saxton, Esq.
Karen Sawyer, Esqg.
Christina Seanor, Esq.
Seth Shannon, Esq.
Chris Shaw, Esq.

Nicole Short, Esq.

Kris Simpson, Esq.
La’Toyia Slay, Esq.
LeeAnn Slipher, Esq.
Ahmad Smith, Esq.
Marcie Southerland, Esq.
Frankie Springer, Esqg.
Tracy Steen, Esq.

Sarah Tadlock, Esq.
Mike Tarleton, Esq.
Bethany Tarpley, Esq.
Jason Tate, Esq.

Toni Terret, Esq.

Kay Trapp, Esq.
Kai-Chung Tsao, Esq.
Caroline Upchurch, Esq.
Jeremy Vanderloo, Esq.
Doug Wade, Esq.
Vangela Wade, Esq.
Michelle Waits, Esq.
Molly Walker, Esq.
Joshua Wallis, Esq.
Keishunna Webster, Esq.
Colleen Welch, Esq.

0. Renee Wells, Esq.
Rodger Wilder, Esq.
Cole Williams, Esq.
George Williams

James Williams, Esq.
Louwlynn Williams, Esq.
Daryl Wilson, Esqg.
Joseph Wohner, Esq.
Thomas Womble, Esq.
Mark Woods, Esqg.
James Wright, Esqg.
Meagan Glover Young, Esqg.
Susan Zachos, Esqg.

(a) Professional Responsibility. Each member of the Mississippi Bar in good standing and not exempt hereunder, as part of
the member’s professional responsibility, should
(2) render pro bono legal services to the poor and
(2) participate, to the extent 102 possible, in other pro bono service activities that directly relate to the legal needs of the poor.
(b) Discharge of the Professional Responsibility to Provide Pro Bono Legal Services to the Poor. The professional responsibility
to provide pro bono legal services to the poor may be discharged by:
(2) annually providing at least 20 hours of pro bono legal services to the poor, or
(2) annually providing at least 20 hours of pro bono legal services to charitable, religious, civic, community, governmental

or educational organizations for the purpose of providing legal counsel and representation to the poor, or

(3) making an annual contribution of at least $200 to the Mississippi Bar, which will be used by the Bar to provide

legal services to the poor through legal aid organizations.



Thank You to Our Externs & Law Student Volunteers

Valereie Mims
Sondra Moncure
Emeka Nnaji, Jr.

Shawn Peters
Rahmana Pittman
Jennifer Prater
Byron Oberschmidt
Sarah Raben
Parris Reese

Lance Felton
Alaina Garland
Stephanie Gobert
Michael Gorden
Shaneice Gordon
Anastasia Griffin
Jessica Hept
Taheera Hoskins
Lacy Jauden

Steven Adams
Mark Ballard
Antonio Banks
Danielle Banks
Brittany Barbee
Frederica Bester
Jasmine Bogard
Lara Boston
Tamarra Bowie

Condrea Collins
Alexandria Diggs

Josias Lucas
Obadich Lyons

Caleb Brown Ann Johnson Damion Richardson
Zakia Butler Andrew Kelly, Jr. Neel Sood
Kaylyn Caston Edward Kennebrew  Victoria Taravella
Marcellas Chamberlain Grant Krag Dennis Tchir
Dayna Clark Marskay Lawson Ashley Walter
Lewis Coleman Anthony Liberato Bri Warner

Marnise Webb
Jaleccia White

Kyler Drake Chay Mangum Shayia White
Victoria Dulaney Krystal Matoke Kim Williams
Brittney Eakins Kalleigh McCoy Princess Williams
Garrett Estes Elise Mimms Nia Wilson

MYVLP 2017 Community Partners

= Baker Donelson = Madison County Bar Association = Southwest County Bar Association

= Black Law Student Association = Magnolia Bar Association = Sunflower County Bar Association
(BLSA) = Millsaps College = The Mississippi Bar Association

= Bradley Arant = Mississippi Access to Justice = Union Station — Meridian, MS

= Capital Area Bar Association Commission = University of Mississippi School of Law:
(CABA) = Mississippi Center for Legal Services Pro Bono Initiative (PBI)

= Entergy Mississippi (MCLYS) = Washington County Chancery Court

= Harrison County Bar Association =  Mississippi Center for Nonprofits Washington County Bar Association

= Haven House = Mississippi Coalition Against

= Hinds Community College Domestic Violence (MCADV)

= Federal Bar Association: = Mississippi College School of Law
MS Chapter = Mississippi Women Lawyers

= Forman Watkins
= Jackson Hinds Library Systems ]
= Jackson Young Lawyers (JYL)

= Lafayette County Bar Association
= Lawyers in the Parish Hall

= Life Core =
= Lynn Meadows Discovery Center

Association (MWLA)

North Mississippi Rural Legal
Services (NMRLS)

Old Capitol Inn

Outside the Box

Panola County Bar Association
Rankin County Bar Association

MVLP encourages attorneys to partner with us to bring pro se legal clinics to their communities. Individuals who participate in these clinics can
have documents drafted in the following areas: ID divorces, emancipations, expungements, guardianships, powers of attorney, simple wills, visitation,
and other domestic matters. MVLP will help recruit local attorneys, ensure CLE credit to the attorneys who attend,
provide malpractice liability coverage for the attorneys, and provide form pleadings to the volunteer attorneys.



Thank You to Our Donors!

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP

Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz
Butler Snow LLP
Capital Area Bar Association
Jackson Young Lawyers Association, Inc.

Balch & Bingham
Entergy Corporation Legal Department
Litigation Section of The Mississippi Bar
Trustmark National Bank

Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC
Business Law Section of The Mississippi Bar
Carson Law Group, PLLC
Harrison County Bar Association
(In Memory of Clare Hornsby, Esq.)

Madison County Bar Association
John M. & Shelia T. McCullouch
Mississippi Corporate Counsel Association
Mississippi Women Lawyers Association

Appellate Law Section of The Mississippi Bar
Amanda & Robert Barbour
BeCloud LLC
Bucky and Catherine Bell
Honorable Carter Bise
Tammra Cascio, Esq.
Community Bank of Mississippi
Sid Davis, Esq.
John & Haley Dollarhide
Dukes, Dukes, Keating & Faneca, P.A
Estates and Trust Section of The Mississippi Bar
Debra Giles, Esqg.
RaToya J. Gilmer, Esg.
Steven T. Gray, Esq.

Corey Allen Aikens, Esqg.
Paula Ardelean, Esqg.
Fred Banks, Esqg.
Brehm T. Bell, Esq.
Lucien Bourgeois, Esq.
Sam Buchanan, Esq.
Don Cannada, Esq.
Elizabeth Clark, Esq.
Serena Clark, Esq.
Courtney Cockrell, Esq
Richard M. Dye, Esg.
John England, Esqg.

The Hall Law Group, PLLC
Health Law Section of The Mississippi Bar
John & Morella Henegan
(In Honor of Stacy Ferraro, Esq.)
Labor & Employment Law Section
of The Mississippi Bar
Magnolia Bar Association
Alexander Martin, Esq.
Kimberly Jones Merchant, Esg.
Mississippi Association for Justice
Mary Clay Morgan, Esq.
Chuck and Wendy Mullins
Timothy Ngau, Esq.
Ben Piazza, Jr., Esq.
Prosecutors Section of The Mississippi Bar

Sue Fairbank, Esg.
Robin Hall, Esqg.
Harris Law Firm PLLC
Steven Hendrix, Esq.
Donna Jacobs, Esg.
Eugene Magee, Esq.
Yvonne Salloum McCabe, Esq.
William McDonough, Jr., Esg.
Mississippi Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Beth Orlansky, Esqg.
Steve Orlansky, Esqg.
Phelps Dunbar

Real Property Law Section of The Mississippi Bar
Alfred Rhodes, Jr., Esq.
Stephen Rosenblatt, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. L.F. Sams, Jr.
Karen Sawyer, Esq.
Senator Derrick T. Simmons
Simmons & Simmons, PLLC
Francis & Frankie Springer
Wise Carter Child & Caraway, P.A.
Women in the Profession Committee
of The Mississippi Bar
Workers Compensation Section
of the Mississippi Bar

Ben Roberson, Esg.
W. Michael Russ, Esq
Stephen Spencer, Esq.
Kari L. Sutherland, Esq.
Amanda Jones Tollison, Esq.
Wade Law Office PLLC
Honorable William Waller, Jr.
Anna Watson, Esq.
W.E. Whitfield, 111, Esq.
Margaret H. Williams, Esq.



Services Provided bv MVLP in 2017

Irreconcilable Differences Divorce: Both parties must want to be divorced and agree
éo all terms of the divorce. The waiting period before the divorce can be final is sixty ?60)
ays.

Desertion Divorce: To obtain this type of divorce, a spouse must have left the marital
home, been gone for one continuous year and not tried to return to the marriage. A witness
is required to support claims of desertion.

Sentenced to Penitentiary Divorce: To obtain this type of divorce, a spouse must be
or have been incarcerated in a state or federal prison.

Visitation: A noncustodial parent may seek visitation with a minor child if he/ she is
paying child support or has a desire to do so.

Child Support Modification: Child support awards may be modified, either
upwards or downwards, it there has been a substantial and material change in
circumstances after a child support order has been entered that affects one's ability to pay.

Child _Support Contempt: When a person obligated to pay child support is
not doing so, he/ she may be sued for child sugport contempt. He/ she may then be
ordered to pay back child support, along with the regular child support obligation.

Guardianshi%: A guardian other than the parents may be appointed over a minor child
where either of the child's parents is deceased and/ or the minor's parents or a surviving
parent is unable to fulfill the obligations of a parent.

Conservatorship: Conservatorships are granted when a person, by reason of advanced
age,hp yflca incapacity or mental weakness, is no longer able to properly care for his
or herself.

Adoption: A person may be adopted regardless of age. If the natural parents of the person
to be adopted are still living, then the parents must either consent to the adoption or their
parental rights must be terminated.

Emancipation: The age of majority in Mississippi is twenty-one (21). To become
emancipated before twenty-one (21), a minor must file a petition in writing and join a "next
friend" - typically a biological parent or next of kin.

Birth Certificate Correction/Name Change: For the procurement of benefits,
identification documents or other needs, Mississippi allows changes/alterations to birth
certificates at the discretion of courts and the state’s vital records agency.

Wills: A will is a legal document that states one's desires concerning what will happen to
assets after death. A will also contains other specific directions concerning who is to follow
the instructions of the will and who will care for minor children that may be left behind.

Tammra Cascio, Esq. ~ Mary Clay Morgan, Esq.

Jessica Dupont, Esqg.
Pascagoula, MS

Debra Giles, Esq.
Ridgeland, MS

Steven Gray, Esq.
Jackson, MS

Kimberly Merchant, Esq.
Indianola, MS

Ben Piazza, Jr.
Greenwood, MS

Honorable Derrick Simmons
Greenville, MS

John Dollarhide, Esqg.

Revenue & Other Support

2% |
m\‘ g

Civil Legal Assistance Fund
MS Bar Foundation (IOLTA)
Legal Services Corporation
Other Support
W In-Kind Hours from Volunteer Attorneys

Expenses

64%
9%

Program Services
Administration
Fundraising

In-Kind Hours from Volunteer Attorneys

Matthew Thompson, Esq.
Jackson, MS

Board Members whose term
ended July 31, 2017:

Jessica Bates, Esq.
Pascagoula, MS

Alexander Martin, Esq.
Hazlehurst, MS

Merrill Nordstrom, Esq.
Oxford, MS

Honorable Betty Sanders
Greenwood, MS

Stephen Spencer, Esq.
Tupelo, MS

Francis Springer, Esg.
Ridgeland, MS
CONNECT WITH US:

@MVLP
Mississippi Volunteer

&) Board Chair Immediate Past Chair
®) - Jackson, MS Jackson, MS
lL_) 3 Jennie Eichelberger, Esq. Catherine Bell, Esq.
I(-JI:J C; Vice Chair Ridgeland, MS
a E Jackson, MS Honorable Carter Bise
— ? Samantha Moore, Esq. Gulfport, MS
8 = Treasurer Sam Buchanan, Esq.
xS Ridgeland, MS Hattiesburg, MS
g = Walter Boone, Esq. Lewis Burke, Esq.
o = Secretary Vicksburg, MS
=2 Jackson, MS
&2 ' David Calder, Esq
;' < Courtney Cockrell, Esq. Oxford, MS
S Parliamentarian
Jackson, MS Ben Cole, Esq.
Oxford, MS
MVLP ADVISORY BOARD
Brandi Apacjaca, Esq. Samuel Brumfield, Esq.
Clinton, MS Jackson, MS Ridgeland, MS
MV.".VLP P.O. Box 1503
‘ Jackson, MS 39215
MISSISSIPPI Phone: 601-960-9577
iR e Fax: 601-944-9678
PROJECT www.mvlp.org

Lawyers Project



